
Ohio’s $1.4 billion Third Frontier
program already has created nearly
10,000 new jobs and nearly $300 mil-
lion in tax revenues since it was ap-
proved by voters in 2005, a new re-
port by a coalition of business
executives says.

All of the state dollars will be paid

back with new tax revenues by 2014,
with an annual return of 22 percent,
according to the Ohio Business
Roundtable, a Columbus-based
group of state business leaders who
commissioned the report to deter-
mine Third Frontier’s value.

“We ... embrace state initiatives
that foster innovation, leverage fol-
low-on dollars, return cash flow, cre-
ate companies and grow high-wage

jobs,” the group’s report says. “The
Ohio Third Frontier does all of that
and more. It has proven itself and
must be renewed in as robust and
timely fashion as possible.”

Voters approved Third Frontier to
create jobs by pumping state tax dol-
lars into high-tech companies and
start-ups. Statewide, 571 compa-
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As much as Frank Bates
enjoys Christmas, sur-
rounded by family and
friends, it is impossible for
the 84-year-old Fairfield
Township man to forget a
December 65 years ago.

At the time, he was a
young soldier, fighting in
the frozen forests of Bel-

gium, and, in the process,
sacrificing his freedom.

And it was the worst
Christmas ever.

That was when Bates,
along with thousands of his
fellow American GIs, be-
came prisoners of war in
the first few days of the Bat-
tle of the Bulge, which led
to a winter and spring of
hardship, starvation,
abuse, and, finally, libera-

tion.
“It was a long time ago,”

Bates said recently, sitting
at the kitchen table of his
Fairfield Township home.
“But those are the kind of
memories that never leave
you.”

In December 1944,
Bates, a 19-year-old corpo-
ral from Madison, Ind.,
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, 84, of Fairfield Township, was a prisoner of war 65 years
ago after being captured in the Battle of the Bulge.
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Ideas on how to trim a Cincinnati Po-
lice Department overtime tab that will
top $7 million this year face political, le-
gal and logistical obstacles, including ob-
jections from officers who have grown
accustomed to the extra dollars in their
paychecks.

A night court, contract changes giving
supervisors greater latitude to change of-
ficers’ shifts and new rules limiting over-
time earned by top police managers are
among suggestions worth studying, city
leaders and others say.

Each, however, can expect to encoun-
ter strong opposition, objections some
dismiss as simply rationales for preserv-
ing a status quo that has been financially
rewarding to hundreds of police officers.
Through November, 238 police officers
and civilian staffers earned more than
$10,000 each in overtime.

One of the shortest paths to cutting po-
lice overtime may come during City
Council’s budget talks.

Three council members propose re-
ducing police overtime in 2010 by up to

$3 million. If adopted, that cut would
compel police supervisors to be more
tight-fisted – and creative, given a con-
tract laced with chances to earn over-
time.

Beyond council action, any serious
dent in police overtime costs – which to-
tal nearly as much as that for the rest of
city government – would likely need to
start in the contract between City Hall
and the Fraternal Order of Police, be-
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COPENHAGEN – The
success of the U.N. climate
conference hung in the bal-
ance Tuesday as China and
the U.S. deadlocked over
whether Beijing would al-
low the world to check its
books and verify promised
cuts in greenhouse gas
emissions.

Princes, presidents and
premiers crowded into a
vast hall for the formal
opening of the largest sum-
mit ever held on climate
change, but attention was
on the leaders of the
world’s largest polluters –
President Barack Obama
and Prime Minister Wen
Jiabao – who plan to arrive
for the final days of talks on
a framework to control
heat-trapping gases.

Negotiators who have
been working for 10 days
floated new draft docu-
ments on lesser issues. But
they left open the vexing
questions of emissions tar-
gets for industrial coun-
tries, billions of dollars a
year in funding for poor
countries to contend with
global warming, and verify-
ing the actions of emerging
powers like China.

The rest of the 115 lead-
ers were expected to arrive
before Friday’s summit fi-
nale to sign a political out-
line of a global-warming
treaty that would set limits
on carbon dioxide pollution
by the United States, China
and India as well as extend-
ing emissions targets for
the 37 countries regulated
under the 1997 Kyoto Pro-
tocol.

“There is no understate-
ment that with your signa-
tures you will write our fu-
ture,” Britain’s Prince
Charles told the confer-
ence.

Greater Cincinnati school
districts are preparing for po-
tentially devastating mid-year
budget cuts as politicians re-
mained at an impasse Tues-
day.

Key Republicans down-
played the likelihood of cuts,
saying that Democratic Gov.
Ted Strickland and his allies
in public education are over-
stating the problem and the
urgency for a fix for political
purposes.

The state faces an $851 mil-
lion deficit in its two-year
budget, and Strickland said
on Monday that education –
both K-12 and colleges – was
the only place left to cut if a
deal isn’t done by Dec. 31,
alarming educators across
the state.

According to Strickland’s
office, local schools would be
forced to start chopping in
January if a deal doesn’t de-
velop. That would be a partic-
ularly vexing problem be-
cause 80 percent or more of
education spending is locked
into costs contractually guar-
anteed through the academic
year.

Also, Strickland says the
cuts would make Ohio ineligi-
ble for a large chunk of feder-
al stimulus dollars, which are
contingent on minimum state
spending levels.

Without a federal waiver,
school districts across Ohio
would absorb a 10.3 percent
cut in state funding in the cur-
rent year, and 15.7 percent

cut from state spending in
2010-11.

Mason schools, for in-
stance, would lose $3 million
in the current school year
and $4.4 million next year.
That’s out of a roughly $100
million annual budget.

“That’s a huge impact on
our district,” Mason schools
spokeswoman Tracey Carson
said.

With that in mind, local of-
ficials are raising the pros-
pect of going without extra-
curricular activities, or
delaying technology pur-
chases. They’re also remind-
ing voters that they’ll be
asked to pick up funding the
state drops.

“These losses will be dev-
astating for our school dis-
trict,” reads a letter sent to
residents by Little Miami
schools in Warren County.
“Little Miami firmly believes
that education in Ohio is
worth the effort of our politi-
cal leaders to be reasonable
and reach a compromise.”

Princeton and West Cler-
mont schools are both asking
residents to contact their sen-
ators. Tuesday, Cincinnati
school board member Eve
Bolton said state cuts would
make a tax hike in 2010
“more likely” for city voters.

Teacher and administra-
tors are generally guaranteed
a paycheck through the end
of the school year, so they
can’t be laid off. Utility bills,
contracts with vendors and
debt service also can’t be cut
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Air Force Reservist and Cincin-
nati Police Officer Tony Campbell’s
lifelong dream was to be a military
man and police officer, dreams he ac-
complished before the Florence man
was killed Monday in Afghanistan.

Campbell, 35, graduated from
Boone County High school in 1992
and went straight to Air Force active
duty.
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Jones would become the
second coach in three years
to jump from Central Michi-
gan to UC.

He coached for one year
under former UC coach Bri-
an Kelly at Central before
moving on as an assistant at
West Virginia. He then took
over at CMU after Kelly left
for UC.

Jones’s record is 26-13 in
three years.

Central Michigan’s Butch
Jones is expected to be
named the new head football
coach at the University of
Cincinnati.

The Morning Sun in
Mount Pleasant, Mich., re-
ported late Tuesday that ne-
gotiations between UC and
Jones were under way, with
an announcement due as ear-
ly as today.
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